
Formorethan40 years,
Santa Clarita has honored
individuals who give their
time to philanthropic and
service organizations that
make this community
great. This year, Nancy But-
ler was among those nomi-
nated for the prestigious
Woman of the Year honor.
Although Nancy didn’t get
the top prize, she was an
amazing example of how
teachers in this community
go above and beyond the
normal teaching day.

Here is Nancy’s story:
Because of her commit-
ment to education and the
teaching profession, Nancy
takes the time to negotiate
the best possible environ-

ment for her peers, as well
as encourage new teachers
to become involved with
union matters. Nancy rep-
resents not only the
Newhall School District,
but is involved with all
teachers in the five school
districts of the Santa
Clarita Valley through her
role as secretary for Unis-
erv. She is an outstanding
representative of the teach-
ing profession in both the
classroom and as a
spokesperson for union
matters. Nancy is never
hesitant to take on more
responsibility and has an
enthusiasm for students
and their teachers that is
truly an inspiration for all.

With 24 years of teach-
ing under her belt, Nancy
has taken her enthusiasm
for education and the
teaching profession one
step further by serving as
president of the Newhall
School District’s Teacher’s
Union for the last eight
years. She has served as
State Council Representa-

tive for the California
Teachers Association and
has been a State Delegate
for the National Education
Association for five years.
Nancy has won numerous
educational awards at both
the local and state levels.

Nancy is involved with
Special Olympics, and

Orval Garrison is stepping
down as chairman of the
Santa Clarita Valley
Teachers Association and
as president of the Hart
District Teachers
Association after more
than 30 years of service
to education in the SCV.

Orval has been a dedi-
cated and inspiring
teacher to his students

and a mentor to his col-
leagues. He has been a
great resource for local
association leaders and
has forged ahead as a
leader who knows how to
build relationships. With
a kind and patient heart,
Orval dedicated more
than 15 years of his life
serving as president of
the Hart District Teach-

ers Association and as
Chairman of the SCVTA.
He has always been
there to give assistance
in any way that it is
needed. Even though
Orval is stepping down,
we are grateful having
the knowledge that he
will continue to assist
local chapters as needed
as Emeritus.

�
HART � CASTAIC � NEWHALL � SAUGUS � SULPHUR SPRINGS

SANTA CLARITAST
www.scvteachers.org

R

Garrison SteppingDownafter 30-PlusYears

Newhall’s Butler
Among SCV Best
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SCVTA CHAIRMAN WILL CONTINUE TO CONSULT AS EMERITUS

EDUCATOR NOMINATED FOR
WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD

See BUTLER, page 3

Joan Oxman, Laura Terman, Nancy Butler and Orval
Garrison at the Woman of the Year event held May 4.
Nancy was nominated by Uniserv in honor of the
volunteer work she has done throughout the years
and her dedication as an elementary school teacher.

Orval Garrison
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Hart
HDTAwinds down the 2006-07 school year
with a variety of highlights. First, we congrat-
ulate Michelle McCormick of Golden Valley
High School for earning National Board Cer-
tification. Her achievement adds her to a
growing number of Hart District teachers
who have met the rigorous National Board
standards. We also congratulate Mike Bal-
lard of Canyon High School for having re-
ceived a CTAWHO (We Honor Ours) Award
for his many years of service to our local as-
sociation and its members. Mike’s reputation
for personal integrity and professionalism
has been earned through his mentoring
activities, grievance representation, and
building representative experience.

Our association also ends this year
having contributed $8,000 for scholarships
to worthy graduates of our high school
campuses. This scholarship contribution
has been a yearly HDTA practice for
decades. The amount given grows with the
opening of each new school, and the chap-
ter’s commitment to continue the program
in collaboration with the SCV Scholarship
Foundation remains strong.

HDTA is also completing its second year
of membership with the National Council of
Urban Education Associations (NCUEA).
The networking and sharing of ideas that
come with this membership has helped to
strengthen our advocacy for local members
and has aided us in dealing with our contin-
ued growth into a larger CTA/NEA unit.

Finally, HDTA’s leadership team will turn
a corner next year with a new chapter
president, Leslie Littman, and vice presi-
dent, Wade Williams. Both of these mem-
bers have been involved with the
association for a number of years, and
both will bring skills and talents to our
association in their new leadership roles.

Castaic
Congratulations to our new Teachers of the
Year: Dana Mazzocco, Live Oak Elemen-
tary; Laura Kubler, Castaic Elementary;
RuthAnne Murthy, Northlake Hills Elemen-
tary; and Ken Hooker, Castaic Middle
School. This is an outstanding group of
professionals.

We have worked very hard this year.
Our ExCel program has been successful,
and we are seeing major improvements in
our students. We’ve even had two neigh-
boring districts come out to observe the
program. The BTSA Induction review was

a success. We have been renewed for five
more years. The Review Team even ended
a day early because they were happy with
what they observed.

The district is expanding our preschool
program. Northlake Hills has 95 parents
who have expressed an interest in the
new program, so it will begin there with
Castaic Elementary starting up the follow-
ing school year. Everyone is busy prepar-
ing for Open House and end-of-the-year
activities. We are all looking forward to a
relaxing summer.

On another note, we would like to thank
Orval Garrison as he moves on. He has
been a mainstay in the SCVTA, and Cas-
taic appreciates all the work he has done
throughout the years. This is my last year
as president of the Castaic teachers and I
have enjoyed meeting so many people in
the years I held the reins.

Have a great summer and be safe!

Newhall
Where has the year gone? It is now May
and there is still so much to do. In April,
Peachland Elementary School dedicated
and named its new library after former
principal Brian Skinner, whose devotion to
helping every child read successfully was
an inspiration to all of us.

Congratulations go out to all of our hon-
ored Teacher Tribute winners — what out-
standing representatives of good character
and professionalism. Congratulations also
go out to our WHO Award recipient,
Chisato (Chi) Kanagi, for her tireless dedi-
cation and hard work in supporting our
association. Day of the Teacher will be cel-
ebrated on May 8 in honor of all of you
who continue to be an inspiration to hun-
dreds of students each and every day.

Thank you for a professional, success-
ful and rewarding year. Enjoy your summer
break and be safe!

Saugus
The Saugus Teachers Association is in the
process of exploring alternative salary
schedules. A committee composed of
teachers and administrators has met twice
to discuss what alternative salaries might
look like for Saugus. Developing a new
system of pay requires a great deal of
thought and care. Details will need to be
worked out at the bargaining table and will
require a majority vote of approval from
Saugus teachers, in addition to a majority

vote of approval by the Saugus Union
School District Board of Trustees.

The Saugus Teachers Association is
pleased to announce Sandy Belanger as
the WHO Award recipient for 2007. Sandy
is currently teaching at Bridgeport School
and represents teachers in her executive
board role as parliamentarian. Congratula-
tions to Sandy!

Saugus recently named Adina Neale
the 2007 Teacher of the Year. Adina is
well-known throughout the district as the
person who developed and implemented
the award winning U.S. Tools for Schools
program. Adina is a fifth-grade teacher at
North Park School.

Saugus is growing again! The well-
attended groundbreaking ceremony for the
16th Saugus School took place on April 30.
West Creek School, which is the first
school to be built by a developer, is sched-
uled to open in 2009.

Sulphur Springs
Two teachers from the Sulphur Springs
District were recently honored. Paulette
Carlson (now Paulette Volmer) has been
appointed to serve as a member of the
Instructional Materials Panel, which will
evaluate materials for the 2007 Mathemat-
ics Primary Adoption. Paulette was a
trainer for LACOE throughout Southern
California last summer.

On January 23, Kim Tredick was
selected as one of the best educators in
the nation when she was chosen for the
Milken National Educator Award. Kim was
one of 100 educators selected nationally
and received a $25,000 check! Congratu-
lations to both Paulette and Kim.

Contract negotiations are complete.
The district and the SSDTA agreed upon
contract language — a 4 percent salary
increase with 2 percent retro to July, and a
continuation of no out-of-pocket expenses
for Family HMO health benefits.

The teachers of the Sulphur Springs
School District have been busy implement-
ing the new standards-based report card
and planning celebrations for the Associa-
tion-sponsored Creative Writing Contest
Winners, as well as Read across America
in honor of Dr. Suess’s birthday.

Ten teachers attended the Good Teach-
ing Conference in Irvine. We will be anx-
iously awaiting their return to learn about
the new ideas and strategies presented to
them at the conference.

DISTRICT ROUNDUPS



Twenty students and their par-
ents attended workshops held at
Sierra Vista Junior High. Five of
the workshops were MegaSkills,
led by Newhall Elementary
teacher Carol Magnuson, eighth-
grade Sierra Vista science
teacher Julie Huffman and
Newhall Board member Suzan
Solomon. Over a period of 14
meetings, the families worked on
communication skills and educa-

tion tools to help improve the
students’ progress in their class-
room and everyday lives. “This
is a chance for students to bond
with their parents, talk about big
issues kids deal with all the time,
as well as responsibility, preser-
vation and teamwork,” Huffman
said. “These workshops really
help communication. Any time
you can have a positive experi-
ence, it’s a good thing.”

participates in the annual
“Walk for Life” and the
American Heart Associa-
tion fundraiser. She vol-
unteers for the Children’s
Hospital, the Susan B.
Komen Cancer organiza-
tion, the Children’s Can-
cer Society, local Sheriff’s
Relief Fund, Veterans of
America, Make-A-Wish
foundation, Survivors of
Fallen Firefighters and
the Castaic Chamber of
Commerce.

Nancy is an active par-
ticipant in the Parent

Teacher Association,
school Site Council and
NSD Fun Run, and organ-
izes First Aid and CPR
classes for teachers. She
also has her students adopt
a soldier, and she organizes
projects for the Women and
Children’s Abused and Bat-
tered shelters. Nancy is
chair and event manager
for the West Ranch High
School Boys Soccer Team
Golf Tournament.

Nancy is one of those un-
sung heroes — always will-
ing to say yes and always
going above and beyond
what is expected of her.
People like Nancy are an
asset to any organization.
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(From left) Patty Fitzpatrick, Orval Garrison, JoanOxman,
Nancy Butler andKrystiWilson

Seventh-graderEduardoAguirreandhismotherMaria
Calderonparticipate inaworkshop.NonEnglish-speaking
parentswereassistedby translatorVivianLawerence.

Students, Parents TeamUpat
SVJHSMegaSkillsWorkshops

(661) 257-9800
Douglas R. Eagle



“Protecting California’s 
educators for over 50 years.”

Underwritten by
California Casualty

CTA members deserve the finest protection.

• Multi-Policy Discount When You Insure Both Your Auto & Home

• $500 Personal Property Coverage

• No Deductible if Your Car is Vandalized Within 
500 Feet of School Property

• Convenient Payment Plans with Summer Skip Option

• Identity Theft Resolution Service - FREE!

Discounted auto insurance for CTA members.
Shaping young minds has its rewards.

Monday – Thurs. – 5:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Friday – 5:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Saturday – 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., P.T.

Call now for your FREE,

no-obligation rate quote today.

11-888-744-9717-888-744-9717

www.APlus.com/cta

Join the

more than

50,000 CTA

members who

participate in this

exclusive insurance program.

Officially
endorsed by the


